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14 John Wall 

Tony Herrington samples the music of a sonic collagist 

16 Elliott Sharp 

Steve Holtje catches up with the New York guitar technician 

18 Laurie Anderson 

Julie Taraska meets the ugly one with the jewels 

20 Iannis Xenakis 

Ben Watson demolishes the classical world with the primal-force composer 

26 Motor City Madness 

Edwin Pouncey reveals the secret history of Detroit's 60s rock underground 

32 Drum ’n’ bass raiders 

Simon Reynolds maps out the new battlelines in the virtual Jungle 

40 Independents Advice Part Three 

The final part of The life's guide to small (but perfectly formed) labels 

42 Natacha Atlas 

Peter Shapiro plunders the global soundbanks with the dub-wise diva 


regulars 

4 Editorial/Letters 

Lucid dreamers, a Jungle warning, No Wave stories... 

6 Sounding Off 

Live events, happenings, music on TV and radio in June 

10 Global Ear: Kerala 

Drum and percussion rituals deep in the forests of South India 

12 Bites 

Kip Hanrahan, Techno Animal, Muslimgauze, Morphogenesis 

44 Invisible Jukebox: FSOL 

Dave Morrison tests the musical nous of the digital duo 

46 Charts 

Playlists from the outer reaches of planet sound 

63 Subscribe 

And blag a FREE Freezone CD 

74 Clive Bell 

High kitsch support groups, breakfast TV ordeals, surreal parklife 


reviews 

47 Soundcheck 

June's CDs and albums — reviewed, revered, reviled 

70 Print Run 

new music books: pop’s critical canon; plus a black music classic 

72 Multimedia 

Music for sale on the Net plus new CD-ROMs from Coldcut/Hex and Big Top 




























letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fex: 0171 287 4767, or e-mail: the_mre@uionlme.co.uk 
Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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throwing popular aspects together with 
more 'specialist' work. The festival runs 
from 1 -29 June at York Arts Centre, 


Celluloid Jukebox The 


and the line-up is as follows: Ensemble 
Corrente play Knussen, Boulez, etal( 1 
June); Phoenix Trio play Schnittke, 
Takemitsu, Crumb (8); Anna Myatt and 

Brecht/Weill, Eisler, Aperghis^l 3); 


play violin/piano works by Nyman, 
Crumb, MacMillan, Gorecki (15); 
Firebird Trio play Maxwell Davies, 


Holt and more (21); Bingham String 
Quartet play Crumb, Glass, Crowther, 
Reich (22); Dharambir Singh plays 


accompaniment, plus ne\ 


vice versa, continues into June, with 
screenings of (among others) Martin 
Scorsese's Mean Streets (1 June, 
6.20pm), Derek Jarman’s Jubilee (3, 
8.30pm), Laurie Anderson's Home Of 
The Brave (4,6.15pm), Robert 
Altman's Nashville (10, 5.30pm), 
Trespass (12,6.30pm), David Bowie in 
The Man Who Fell To Earth (15, 
8.20pm), and Zachahah, the 1971 

Joe And The Fish (17,8.30pm). The 
revolutionary reggae movie starring 
and soundtracked by Jimmy Cliff, The 
Harder They Come, is finally being re- 




Black Cyberspace Taking 

Funk, HipHop and Jungle (as well as 
the writings of Sam Delaney) as 















THE BROTHERHOOD 

ALPHABETICAL RESPONSE/ONE* 

(^£j) ® 


TEACHINGS FROM THE ELECTRONIC BRAIN 
CONTAINS THREE NEW TRACKS 

RELEASED 5/6/95 

#• 






A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month ... 























































Royal Festival Hall 


A week of concerts on the South Bank programmed by Elvis Costello featuring: 

Elvis Costello | The Jazz Passengers | Deborah Harry | Afro Blok 
Rebirth Brass Band | Composers Ensemble | Diego Masson 
Bill Frisell | The Fairfield Four | Steve Nieve | The Brodsky Quartet 
B.J. Cole | Angell Piano Trio | Alexander Balanescu | Marc Ribot 
The Wooden Indians | Irwin Chusid | Anuna | Ronan Browne 
The Sabri Brothers | Moondog | June Tabor | Michael McGlynn 
The London Philharmonic | Fretwork 
John Harle | Danny Thompson 
Jeff Buckley | London Saxophonic 
Patricia Rozario | London Brass 



Elvis Costello 

Meltdown 


23 June -1 July 1995 

Booking and Information 
0171 928 8800 
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Laurie Anderson's new Nerve Bible show uses frontline 
intimate worlds. Julie Taraska met the multimedia perforn 
show's UK debut 

















The compositions of Iannis Xenakis are shot through with the sound of warfare, crowds, 
arcane mathematics and Chaos Theories, Ben Watson meets a composer whose attempts to 
transform Futurism into sound capsize the cliches of modem classical music 


primal 

architect 
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A TIMELESS PASSION 

| 


A NOVEL BY 


NAIM ATTALLAH 

ra 

A QUAKTETftBOOK £10.00 


















In the pressure cooker climate of 60s Detroit, groups like MC5 were pushing back the 
boundaries of rock 'n' roll, experimenting with an array of avant garde ideas, and collaborating 
with the free jazz of Sun Ra and Art Ensemble Of Chicago, Story by Edwin Pouncey 




T he majority of the Detroit groups played regularly at the city's Grande Ballroom, a 
venue that attracted many big West Coast names but, more importantly, provided 

and performance ideas, 

motor 
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In 1995, Jungle is fragmenting into a number of mutually exclusive sub-genres — but at what 
cost to the music? Simon Reynolds surveys the new directions being mapped by Roni Size, LI] 
Bukem, Dillinja and others, and argues that to survive, Jungle needs to re-establish its roots in 
the renegade essence of drum ’n’ bass 
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jukebox 


Every month we play a musician (or two) a series of 
records which they're asked to identify and 
comment on — with no prior knowledge of what 
they're about to hear. This month it's the turn of... 

Future Sound 
Of London 

Tested by Dave Morrison 

Garry Cobain and Brian Dougans, jointly Future Sound Of 
music together during the 80s as an obscure 
to prominence in the early 90s, releasing a s< 
burgeoning Ambient/Techno/'Ardkore interface and whi 
array of pseudonyms: FSOL, Yage, Mental Cube, Indo Tribe, Semi Tribe, Smart 
Systems, Humanoid, etc. In 1993, the duo signed to Virgin following the success 
of their “Papua New Guinea" single and Accelerator album. Since then they have 
released three albums — Tales OfEphidrina (under the name Amorphous 
Androgynous), lifefomns and the limited edition ISDN, which is reissued this 
month — as well as a number of singles and EPs, all combining the duo’s 

























































In the third and final part of this particular 
guide to Small Independent Labels 

we profile eight more examples of how to 
bypass the big wheels of the music 
industry and survive. .. 




ndents 
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Playful eclecticism, merging cultures and shifting identities are the lifeblood of the first solo 
album by Natacha Atlas. Peter Shapiro meets one of music’s rootless cosmopolitans 
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FIRIN’ IN FOUTA 

‘Maal wraps his soaring voice in western production, 
freeform jazz and reggae beats to take african music 
one step closer to the the world stage' vox 

‘FIRIN IN FOUTA is Baaba Maal’s most complete yet. a 
startling synthesis of old and new, north and south, 
which trashes the boundaries which keep ‘world’ music 
contained in a convenient... 'ghetto' area' arena 


Compact Disc Cassette Limited Edition Double Vinyl 



Salif Keita 

THE MANSA OF MALI A Retrospective 

A collection of some of the finest moments from the 
golden voice of Mali, Salif Keita, including tracks which 
are previously unavailable in the UK 


The Single ‘African Woman’ 

Released 5th June 

Featuring excellent mixes of ‘Gorel’ 

by Masters At Work 



Compact Disc CIDM 1107 





charts 


Playlists tom the outer limits of planet sound 
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June’s choicest CDs and albums — reviewed, revered, reviled 


June winners: 

Bjork, Techno Animal, 

Hen ryThreadgill,chiming 
gamelans 

Insoundcheck: 

Alpha & Omega, Boukman 
Eksperya ns, Peter 
Brotzmann, Nick Cave, 
Cluster, Cornershop, Miles 
Davis, Earthling, Marianne 
Faithfull, Sofia Gubaidulina, 
Isaac Hayes, Richard H Kirk, 
Franz Koglmann& Lee 
Konitz,Kraftwerk, 
Labradford, The Last Poets, 
Bill Laswel I, James 
MacMillan, Magic Hour; 
Thurston Moore, David Torn, 
U Srinivas & Michael Brook, 
Markus & Simon 
Stockhausen, Suns Of Arqa, 
James Blood Ulmer, The 
Young Gods, John Zorn’s 
Cobra and more... 

In brief: 

Decoding the new 
Electronica 



) view Post as Bjork's 
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Incoming: through Pinnacle 
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Varied dreams 

With this month’s FREE subscription offer 

Receive one year's worth of Wires plus a chill-out classic for just £25 



FREEZONE TWO: VARIATIONS ON A CHILL 

Freshen up with the new breed of global electronic chill-out music. On 
Crammed/SSR Discs' excellent new double CD, you’ll find 24 tracks by some 
of the most respected names in the converging fields of TiripHop, Ambient 
Jungle, dubbed-out Techno grooves, Ambient atmospherics and all the 
multicoloured spaces in-between. Hear these sonic fields overlapping — 
FREE with your subscription to the only music magazine that reflects such 
growing diversity Don’t delay: fill in the form below.. . NOW! 



UK £25.00 • USA $50.00 • EU (including Eire) £30.00 • Other: Surface £30.00 • Air £45.00 

Please send my FREEZONE TWO CD (while 



Or call our Subscription Hotline on 0171 734 3555 
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NEWSAGENT 

SHOP SAVE FORM 



To make sure that you receive your monthly copy of The Wire, 
simply complete this form with your personal details and hand it 
to your local newsagent You can collect the next issue when you 
are ready to do so, and you can cancel your order at any time. 


I wish to place a regular order for THE WIRE 
MAGAZINE. Please save a copy for me each month 
until further notice. 



.Postcode 

Telephone:. 


NEWSAGENT PLEASE I 








































new notes at a glance 
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u u HmfflUi'HE 

For the latest in digital 8-track 
technology, samplers, synths, 
FX etc., live room and a good 
creative atmosphere - come to 
mother. Prices from £99 
inclusive. For more information: 


'-Oms^JJuass w ‘ 


ML ORDER CD 's & VIDEOS 


MILES DAVIS 

COMPLETE LIVE AT THE 
PLUGGED NICKEL 1965 
Columbia 7 CD BOX £87 


I av C a^ U n^ f * 8 ^?^ \ 

\ PHONE 01992 625 436 FOR DETAILS I 



JAZZ ACADEMY 


RENOWNED SUMMER 

JAZZ COURSE 

13-20 August 

Director: Michael Garrick 

Royal Academy of Music 


Regent’s College 
Nightly Jazz Club 

Details: Regent’s College, 
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read, raved about, routed 
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VOYAGER PREBENTS 



HER FIRST 


MAJOR 


MULTI-MEDIA 


MUSIC 


PERFORMANCE 


IN FIVE 


YEARS 


Tuesday 30th May 
Saturday 3rd June 
Sunday 4th June 


Concerts produced by Asgard 

Birmingham Symphony Hall 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 
Manchester Labatts Apollo 


Monday 5th, Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th June 

London Royal Festival Hall (Tel: 0171 928 8800) 




ORCHESTR 






